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3D perspective
s A diplomatic
Jeffrey
s Katzenberg
paints a sunny
view.of 3D’s
futtre.

Page 3

REVIEW

Saturday
Night Live in
the 2000s

Kenneth Bowser’s
decade-long

.£xamination of the
shaow is a highly
watchable couple
of hours.
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Hell on wheels

‘Supernatural’ travels demonic
road to reach 100 episodes.
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WGA seeks to rewrite rules

By DAVE McNARY

The Writers of Guild of Amer-
ica is asking members to ease up
on the rules that govern how some
of its more powerful members re-
ceive screenplay credit. And it’s
already bracing for a
backlash.

The WGA wants
members to approve
a revamp that will
equalize the screen
credit rules for writ-
ers who double as directors or pro-
ducers — but only on non-original
scripts. The guild said the proposed
change would also smooth the way
for entrepreneurial-minded writers
to take control of their own mate-
rial. Guild leaders are aware that
the issue, which will be voted on
June 17, will be opposed by some
members, but they stress in the 60-

page booklet sent to members this
week that the credit process needs
to be updated to reflect changing
times in the biz.

“Our dark imagination may con-
jure images of fat cats firing fellow
writers and stealing credit,” said
a cover letter from
the committee that
crafted the proposal.

“But the reality
looks more like this:
a writer has managed
to crack a graphic
novel everyone thought was im-
possible to adapt ... she’s afraid
to accept a co-producer credit ac-
knowledging her enhanced role
on the project because she doesn’t
want to risk losing her writing
credit.”

With the WGA as the final arbi-
ter on who receives screenplay and

2010 W VARIETY.COI

it e B R R

%

%
s

' Gal gumsh
on TV skei

B

S

SRS

5

R

By CYNTHIA LITTLETON

% Network execs are on the lookout for
g tive drama. Bill Haber and Tina Brown

o

woman in author Laura Lippman’s Tess \

Haber’s Ostar Prods. has optioned “I
City,” the sixth novel in Lippman’s seri
about Monaghan, an investigative journa
ist in Baltimore who becomes a priva
eye almost by accident after the new
paper she works for goes under. Featu
scribe Jay Cocks (“Gangs of New York
has been tapped to adapt the book. Hab
intends to shop the project to network ar
cable buvers for next year’s developme
cycle.

Brown, co-founder and editor-in-chief
& news website the Daily Beast, has alreas
. been working with Haber on a smallscre
adaptation of Tom Wolfe’s “I Am Che
i lotte Simmons” for HBO. She fell for
See STRANGE CITY page
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Fox high on hyphenate

By PAMELA McCLINTOCK

Twentieth Century Fox’s first-
look producing deal with Simon
Kinberg points to the increasing
clout some screenwriters are enjoy-
ing as producers — a duality usually
reserved for television showrunners.

The two-year, nonexclusive
pact with Kinberg’s Genre Films
gives Fox direct access to his origi-
nal ideas and keeps him close to
the studio fold.

Kinberg’s films “Mr. & Mrs.
Smith,” “Jumper” and “X-Men:
The Last Stand” have grossed
north of $1.1 billion at the world-
wide box office for the Fox family.

Fox is hoping to replicate the
success of similar first-look deals
elsewhere — such as Alex Kurtz-
man and Roberto Orci at Dream-
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Works, Akiva Goldsman at Warner In
Bros. and J.J. Abrams at Paramount.

Showrunners have long domi- ‘ gﬁ By PAM
nated in television, but feature Qﬁg .
screenwriters have had a more dif- % e
ficult time moving into producing. - 1r(1iDrez

That’s now changing, with Kurtz- § 2&::5 ;ae
man/Orci, Abrams and Goldsman Simnn Kinberg Sto
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Death-defying challenges. Stunning visuals. Intimidating loca- = | j5
tions. Michael Bay and Magical Elves. That’s the package forare- = | when .
ality skein dubbed “One Way Out” that is being ing wr
| shopped to TV buyers this week. | speaks
Bay is teaming with Dan Cutforth and Jane = | epces.
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